
 

 

 

 

 

 

Copeland Borough Council 
The Market Hall 
Market Place 
Whitehaven 
CA28 7JG 

Notice of Decisions Taken Under Delegated Powers 
by the Executive on Tuesday, 13 October 2020 
 
 
NOTES: The deadline for calling in any of these decisions is 5.00 pm on 23 October 2020. 
 
A copy of the Executive agenda setting out all the reports has previously been circulated to all 
Members of the Council. 
 
Please note that within Item 9, the Climate & Environment Policy is a recommendation to Council 
and therefore cannot be called in. 
 
Officers are asked to read this Decision Notice, as it is the responsibility of the Officer named in 
the Action Column to ensure that the appropriate action is taken. 
 
If you require further information on any issue please contact the Officer named in the right hand 
column.  For general information or to obtain a copy of any documentation please contact 
Democratic Services. 
 
Present: Mayor Mike Starkie, Councillors David Moore, Steven Morgan and Andy Pratt. 
 
 
EXE 
20/160 

Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received from: Sarah Pemberton, Director of Corporate Services and 
Commercial Strategy and Clinton Boyce, Solicitor. 

 
EXE 
20/161 

Statements of Executive Decisions of the Meeting held on 22 September 2020 

 RESOLVED – That the Statements of Decisions made on the 22 September 2020 were 
agreed as a correct record and will be signed by the Mayor as soon as practicable. 

 
EXE 
20/162 

Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items: 

 There were no Declarations of Interest made at this meeting. 
 
EXE 
20/163 

Written Questions from Members of the Public 

 No written questions were received from members of the public. 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 
No. 

Decision CLT Lead 

EXE 
20/164 

REPORTS FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
The Deputy Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Councillor 
Felicity Wilson) attended the meeting to provide Executive with a report 
from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings held on 10th 
September and 1st October 2020.  
A number of items listed on the Executive Forward Plan were highlighted 
where the OSC would like to receive reports. 
Councillor Moore stated that a Disposal of Land policy was available and 
that individual land sales were dealt with as and when they arose. He also 
provided clarity on the Copeland Community Fund item which refers to 
the Council’s role in the co-operation agreement and not the fund itself.  
Councillor Pratt suggested that the Council Climate and Environment 
Policy and Climate Action Plan could be the subject of a member briefing. 
 

Councillor Felicity Wilson agreed to report back to the OSC and was 
thanked for her attendance. 
 
Decision 
The report from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
Comments received from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee are taken 
into account when Executive decisions are made.  
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

N/A 
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EXE 
20/165 

FORWARD PLAN 
 
To consider the Mayor’s Executive Forward Plan. 
 
Decision 
RESOLVED - that the forward plan be agreed. 
 
Reason for Decision 
The Local Authority (Executive Arrangements (Access to information 
(England) Regulations 2012 requires a forward plan to be prepared in 
respect of key decisions.  The work plan is good practice. 
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

N/A 
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EXE 
20/166 

BEACON UPDATE 
 
Councillor Morgan provided a verbal update and was pleased to announce 
a Government culture recovery grant of £252k for the Beacon, with 
further grants made in Copeland to Rosehill Theatre and Muncaster 
Castle. The S151 Officer had also identified further cost savings. 
The Director of Financial Resources provided an overview of 
developments at the Beacon since the Covid-19 lockdown, including 
exhibitions and the café.  
 
Decision 
RESOLVED – that the update be noted.  
 
Reason for Decision 
The Beacon is a key asset of Copeland Borough Council both as a tourist 
attraction and an educational outreach facility. 
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

Sarah 
Pemberton,  
Director of 
Corporate 
Services and 
Commercial 
Strategy 
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EXE 
20/167 

CHRISTMAS PARKING 
 
To consider whether car parking charges are to be waived in support of 
the local economy in the lead up to Christmas 2020. 
The Mayor was keen to support this proposal, particularly this year 
following the Covid-19 pandemic and to support the Shop Local campaign.  
 
Decision 
RESOLVED – that  

a) free parking at Council operated car parks in the lead up to 
Christmas 2020 be supported, and 

b) the arrangements for free parking be delegated to the Mayor in 
consultation with the S151 Officer. 

 
Reason for Decision 
The Council operates 10 chargeable car parks in Whitehaven, Egremont 
and St Bees generating a total income of around £450k per annum. 
Income comes from pay and display parking, long term permits and from 
penalty charge notices. Parking charges normally apply from 8am till 8pm 
daily including weekends.  
 
The Council has traditionally offered a limited amount of free parking in  
support of local businesses in the lead up to the festive period. In 2019 
free parking was offered in Whitehaven and Egremont for the towns 

Sarah 
Pemberton,  
Director of 
Corporate 
Services and 
Commercial 
Strategy 



respective Christmas light switch-on events, and for all Copeland car parks 
from 21 December 2019 to 1 January 2020.  
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
Executive put forward a number of options regarding dates and times of 
any free parking, which the Mayor and S151 Officer will take into account 
when making their decision. 
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EXE 
20/168 

CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
 
To receive and consider drafts of the Council’s Climate & Environment 
Policy and the Climate Action Plan.   
The Nuclear and Energy Manager presented a summary of the documents 
with a general overview and the implications were then highlighted 
before summarising the way forward.  
It was also stated that a full Member briefing would be arranged. 
The Nuclear and Energy team were thanked for the work they had put in, 
together with partners in Allerdale and the County Council. 
 
Decision 
RESOLVED – that  

1) The Climate & Environment Policy be endorsed and supported at 
the next Full Council meeting, and 

2) The Climate Action Plan be approved, subject to Full Council’s 
adoption of the Climate & Environment Policy. 

 
Reason for Decision 

The documents follow the agreement of the Council’s Climate & 
Environment Position Statement in December 2019.  
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive 
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EXE 
20/169 

EXEMPT INFORMATION 
 
Decision 
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded for the remaining 
items of business in view of the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraph 3 of part 1 of the Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended) 
 
Reason for Decision 
If the press and public were present, there could be disclosed to them 
exempt information as defined in the relevant paragraphs of Schedule 
12A of the Act. 
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

N/A 
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EXE 
20/170 

DISPOSAL OF LAND 
 
The Executive was requested to consider a proposal to dispose of two 
parcels of Council owned land.  
 
Decision 
RESOLVED – that 
 

a) The disposal of two parcels of the Council owned land by way of an 
option agreement as detailed in the agenda report be agreed, and 

b) Final agreement to the detailed terms and final sale price be 
delegated to the Director of Corporate Services and Commercial 
Strategy, in consultation with the Mayor and Chair of Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 

 
Reason for Decision 
The disposal will help stimulate further economic development in 
accordance with both the Council’s asset management and growth 
strategies.  
 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
No other options were considered. 
 

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
EXE 
20/171 

Date and Time of Next Meeting: 

 The next meeting of the Executive will be held on Tuesday 10 November 2020 at 
10:00am. This will be a virtual meeting. 

 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 12.33 pm  
 

 
Mayor 


